
What an experience! A unique program, the likes of which 
Bangladesh has never seen, ended with success in January. A 
majestic culminating ceremony was held on January 12, 2012, 
where 61 exuberant students, both Bangladeshi and American, 
received certificates of participation in front of many notable 
personalities, including the U.S. Ambassador Dan W. Mozena 
and Bangladesh Member of Parliament Mr. Saber Hossain 
Chowdhury.

The American-Bangladeshi Youth Leadership Exchange 
Program, which took place from the 20th of December 2011 
to the 12th of January 2012, was an exciting opportunity for 
61 students from both the United States and Bangladesh with 
an interest in climate change to delve into the problem 
firsthand, travel to different affected areas in Bangladesh, and 
to take action. 

It was a month filled with unique and wonderful experiences, 
both for the participating students, who found themselves in 
the midst of a bustle of activity with cross cultural exchanges 
and learning about climate change, and for the managing 
organizations: World Savvy, SPEED and Scholastica.

The program was funded by the United States Department 
of State, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs Youth 
Programs Division and World Savvy. It was jointly 
orchestrated by the US-based organization, World Savvy, 
in partnership with Scholastica and SPEED.  

Soon after arriving, while the Bangladeshi students were 
‘sadly’ partaking in first term examinations at 
Scholastica, the US students packed their bags and left 
the houses of their peers, who were also their hosts for 
the month, to travel to the Sundarbans. In the midst of 
calm serenity and the sudden sweet cries of animals, 
the students spent 5 days on a boat, breathing in the 
smell of the forests, enjoying relaxing silence during 
the nights under billions of stars and all the while 
learning about the climate change crisis of 
Bangladesh. 

Upon returning to Dhaka on the 29th of December 
2011, both Bangladeshi students, who were just 
freed from the chains of exams (!) and American 
students spent a relaxing day off doing their own 
things with families. Celebrating the New Years 
Eve with a smashing party at Brac-CDM in Savar, 
the students then set off, split into 4 groups, to 
4 different locations in Bangladesh on what was 
called ‘Service Learning Projects’, to learn from 
and work with organizations such as Care 
Bangladesh and JAAGO on ongoing projects 
about climate change adaptation and 
mitigation. Sirajganj, Khulna, Cox’s Bazaar 
and Rayerbazaar in Dhaka were the locations 
visited by each team, and the students all 
claimed that the experiences were ‘life 
changing’.

Spending the last week of their stay in 
Bangladesh with their Bangladeshi peers, 
the US students partook in exciting 
workshops and seminars with high profile 
organizations such as the Yunus Center, 
meeting Dr. Mohammad Yunus himself.

The American students and World Savvy 
staff boarded a plane for home with 
heavy hearts and tears in their eyes, with 
promises of keeping in touch with, what 
they say, is the most beautiful and 
culturally rich country in the world, 
Bangladesh!

SPEED’s youth development program, SPEED Youth, is 
preparing and empowering youth to become healthy, 
competent, and contributing members of society and to 
undertake leadership roles in their communities. In order to 
accomplish this goal it is imperative to have staff, volunteers, 
teachers, and community members involved and aware of 
the importance of developing youth capacities for leadership 
and active citizenry.

For this reason, SPEED is introducing the Youth 
Development Fellowship, focused on developing the skills 
of professionals working in the youth development field.  

SPEED’s new fellowship is a flagship program under 
SPEED Youth.  The purpose of the fellowship is for current 
and future youth workers to develop a deeper 
understanding of what youth development is and how to 
integrate youth development principles into youth 
programs.  The fellowship also provides the necessary 
training on how to run a youth program from developing 
fellows’ skills in areas such as project management, 
facilitation, supervision, and curriculum design.  

There will be a total of 10-12 fellows this first year.  The 
majority of the fellows will be current staff but there are 
a few positions available for external candidates.  The 
program will run for 6 months, starting this spring – 3 
months of skill development, followed by 3 months of 
on-the-job training.  After successful completion of the 
Fellowship, fellows will have the opportunity for full/part 
time employment with SPEED Youth.

Please direct any questions on the Youth Development 
Fellowship program to Justine Miley at 
justine_miley@speed-bd.com. 

The 4th TTP Graduation Ceremony was held in the 
evening of Thursday, 9th February 2012, at SPEED 
Training Centre at Gemcon Building in Dhanmondi. This 
event was organized to congratulate graduates of 
Cambridge International Diploma for Teachers and 
Trainers (CIDTT), SPEED Certificate in Teaching Skills 
(SCITS) and Pre-Service Certificate Course.  A total of 44 
learners graduated this time and of them 25 teachers 
received the Cambridge Diploma Certificate, provided by 
Cambridge International Examinations. 

The ceremony was attended by special guests, trainers and 
mentor-teachers along with the SPEED team.  Mrs. Wasima 
Parveen, the Deputy Chairperson & Chief Operating Officer of 
Scholastica, Ms. Nahid Arefa Siddiqui, Principal of Siddiqui’s 
International School, Ms. Israt Jahan, Head of Pre-School of 
Singapore School Kinderland, Brig. Kaiser Ahmed, Head of Senior 
Uttara Campus of Scholastica, Ms. Sofia Jalal, Head of Mirpur 
Campus of Scholastica, and Ms. Fardah Farhana Alam, Head of 
Dhanmondi Junior Campus of Scholastica attended the ceremony as 
special guests.

The candidates were faculty members from Scholastica, International 
School Dhaka, American International School Dhaka, Siddiqui’s 
International School, HURDCO International School, Singapore School 
Kinderland, Mastermind, Banani Bidya Niketon,Yale International 
School, Dawn Grammar School and BAFWWA Golden Eagle Nursery. 
Nearly all the speakers emphasized the necessity of applying the 
learning of these training programs in their workplace to well-equip their 
students with essential skills in an effective and interesting way. Nearly 
all the speakers emphasized the necessity of applying the learning of 
these training programs in their workplace to well-equip their students 
with essential skills in an effective and interesting way.
 

Our Training Centre at the Gemcon Building in Dhanmondi offers four 
training rooms, each with a capacity of 30, and a large conference room 
with a capacity of 100 people. The centre is well-equipped with state-of 
–the-art furniture, training aides and a comfortable environment. The ease 
of accessibility to the Training Centre is an added advantage, located on 
Road 27 in Dhanmondi. There is also basement parking and our staff is on 
hand to provide support for any events, meetings, training programs or 
seminars. Our facility is open for rent by institutions or companies who 
would like an easy, professional venue for their events.

Address: SPEED Training Centre – Dhanmondi, Gemcon Building, House 
# 44, Road # 27 (old), Dhanmondi.

Sumona Akhtar, a learner of CIDTT 
Batch 17, graduated with Distinction. 
She received distinction in Module 1, 3 
and 4. Ms. Akhtar is a faculty member 
of American International School, 
Dhaka. 

‘I am really happy of my achievement in 
CIDTT. I am grateful to my family, 
colleagues and trainers at SPEED. This 
Diploma has undoubtedly helped me to 
design and implement sessions in a more 
effective way.’

SPEED launched it’s first-ever course on 
Speaking and Pronunciation. This course has 
been specially designed for the learners to 
upgrade their speaking and pronunciation skills. 
The Speaking and Pronunciation course has been 
customized for teachers as well as corporate 
professionals. 

SPEED will also be launching two batches of a 
basic English Speaking course with the 
non-management staff of PTFE. This 24-hour 
course is designed with a focus on verbal 
communication in everyday life and work. The 
emphasis is on speaking and pronunciation, and 
includes practice in vocabulary building and basic 
grammar for sentence construction. The main 
objective of this course is to enable the learners to 
grow more confident about their English and 
improve fluency.

SPEED conducted a four-day workshop on Spoken 
and Written Communication for a batch of 
Management Trainee Officers of NCC Bank. Each 
session was conducted at NCC Bank’s Head Office 
in Motijheel. The Program was inaugurated by the 
Deputy Managing Director of NCC bank and the 
Coordinator of SPEED in the presence of the 
Resource Person. Each session proved to be 
thoroughly entertaining and a ground for the 
learners to refine and upgrade their existing 
skills in Business Communication (written and 
verbal). At the end of the workshop, the 
Managing Director gave out certificates to the 
learners. Among the notable guests, the 
Managing Director, the Vice President of NCC 
Bank and the Coordinator of SPEED were 
present at the closing ceremony. Learners 
highly appreciated the effectiveness of such a 
workshop for professionals of the banking 
sector.  

Recently, a batch of non-management 
personnel at British High Commission 
successfully a course on Spoken English. The 
entire course proved to be an effective one 
as the learners actively took part in activities 
and interaction. They highly appreciated the 
overall positive impact they received from 
the course and the resource person.
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